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WHY I JOINED THE FNE 

 
                                                               by Pierre de Rosa 
 

 
It is time to light a candle. 
 
I had the good fortune to visit with Paul Ritchie, the General Commissioner of the Federation of North American Explorers (FNE)  
in October 2013.  He was bringing a group of youth on a visit to Buffalo and Niagara Falls.  What I saw impressed me deeply. 
Twenty-five boys and girls, all dressed in full uniform, were praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet on their knees on the steps of the altar 
at Our Lady of Victory Basilica, in Lackawanna, New York.  No one forced them; they were there willingly. 
 

 
The lesson of Father Baker.  Monsignor Paul Burkhard 
then gave them brief tour of the Basilica, the single best 
example of Rococo architecture in the United States, and 
possibly in the world.  Thirteen kinds of polished marble 
inside and out; a sculpted angel wherever you glance, turned 
marble columns surrounding the altar, every square inch 
decorated in religious art.   
 
The basilica was built by Venerable Father Nelson Baker in 
four years, and paid – in full – upon completion, with the 
nickel, dime and quarter donations of people from around the 
country.  Imagine that.  He attributed his success to prayer. 
 
Fr. Baker didn’t stop there, but also went on to build a 
hospital, children’s homes, an orphanage, a social work 
agency, a school.  What a testament to Fr. Baker’s faith.   
 
That seems to be the story of FNE also.  Boys and girls 
praying, praying fervently … and believing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FNE is a Catholic youth development program, modeled 
after Lord Baden-Powell’s original scouting program.  In fact, 
if you were to look at it closely, you would think it was B-P’s 
original program. 
 
Now, I am a veteran scoutmaster of over twenty years.  And 
I’ve had a good bit of experience with youth adventure 
programs, having directed wilderness canoe expeditions as 
far north as Hudson Bay for more than a dozen years.  As a 
leader, what impresses me the most about FNE is the 
spiritual aspect of the program.   
 
The history of FNE – Venerable Jacques Sevin.  FNE 
traces its origins to Fr. Jacques Sevin.  While he was a Jesuit 
seminarian, he went to England to meet Baden-Powell, and 
he reckoned that this new movement could be something 
that would fit with Catholic faith. In fact, Fr. Sevin is known as 
the father of Catholic Scouting. FNE is a stand-alone 
movement, not associated with the BSA, Girl Scouts or 
Scouts Canada.  FNE is well established with 55,000 
members in 20 countries, including the USA and Canada. 
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Papal Recognition FNE and its founding counterpart, the 
Federation of Scouts and Guides of Europe (FSE), have 
received recognition from the Vatican, as a Lay Association 
of the Pontifical Right.  And in 2012 Fr. Sevin was declared 
venerable, the final step before canonization, by Pope 
Benedict XVI. 
 
The New Evangelization.  Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI 
and Francis have all called on us to devote our fire to the 
new evangelization.  In an age where the secular culture is 
luring our children away from faith, FNE answers a need.   
 
An outdoor program that reaches kids souls.  In its  
program of outdoor adventure, games, and youth-led patrols, 
FNE adds a deep spiritual element.  Each camping trip, hike, 
game and meeting has five aims: health, a sense of concrete 
things, character training, a spirit of service and a sense of 
God. 
 
FNE is unique.  FNE is not a group of Catholics participating 
in a secular youth program, but rather FNE is a Catholic 
youth movement.  The distinction is important.  It means that 
members do not have to follow organizations when the 
organization chooses political correctness over Christian 
values.  Instead, FNE follows the teachings of the Church 
right from the get-go.  Everything is done in the light of faith. 
 
The purpose of FNE is to help boys and girls become 
ordinary saints through the Baden-Powell program.  Does it 
fit with the faith?  Baden-Powell himself said of Fr. Sevin’s 
program, “He made the best realisation of my own thoughts.” 
 
Today, that spiritual dimension is sorely needed.  
Changes in society are everywhere: more and more one-
parent families, boys being raised with absent fathers, an 
increasing obsession with pleasure and profit, media that 
twist vice into virtue, and virtue into something to scorn, a 
lack of a sense of the holy, fewer and fewer people attending 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
NE brings a light to the darkness.  Here is one example. 
 
The Promise Cross Ceremony.  Before officially joining 
FNE, an Explorer candidate participates in a vigil.  In the 
silence of the church, before the Blessed Sacrament, he 
reflects on his life.  When he is ready, he goes to confession 
(if he is a Catholic).  Then he participates in the Mass where, 
before the priest and his fellow Explorers, he declares his 
readiness to begin the journey to become “an ordinary saint,” 
and to bring his friends and family with him.  That becomes 
the background for all his subsequent camping, games and 
youth-leadership adventures. 
 
Spirituality infused into adventure is something that will 
attract our youth because their leaders feel equally certain of 
the value of being a saint.  It fits our kids, our faith and our 
times.   
 
 
Pierre de Rosa   January 1, 2014 
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